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Brooks Jensen
Sticky Note
This PDF is what I call an "Introduction Book." An introduction book is used in the field to introduce me and my photography to them — particularly to overcome language barriers when I travel overseas. It shows people what I am working on and the type of photography I am interested in. I've found these Introduction Books to be invaluable as a tool to open doors and build bridges with people in my photographic efforts.

This particular Introduction Book is a simple 6x9" spiral bound book produced for me by Lulu.com, one of the many print-on-demand book producers on the Internet. I'll carry this one with me in my camera bag as I travel to inner-Mongolia in January 2011.
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What We Share

The purpose of my photography in China is to explore and photograph
the lives of everyday people. This parallels my work in the United States
and other countries. All over the world, people share the same activi-
ties of life — work, friends, entertainment, food, and of course family.
Through my photographic projects, I seek out these common threads of
everyday life. I am particularly interested in photographing craftsmen,
artisans, weavers, fishermen, farmers, merchants, machinists, and teach-
ers — both young and old — and their workplaces. The photographs in
this book are samples of this work from America and elsewhere.

My project is very different from the many economic high-technology
links between our countries. Rather than focus on the spectacular or the
tamous, I prefer everyday people and places in the hope that my photo-
graphs will strengthen our appreciation for similarities of our lives and
our most common basic values.

Rural scenes in small communities are the setting for most of my photog-
raphy, both in America and other countries. These are the areas where
people live much as they have for generations and where references to
their way of life (buildings, street signs, gardens, homes, and workspaces)
can still be found to photograph — even though these places are quickly
changing in our fast-evolving cultures.

The importance of these photographs lies in the links they give our mod-
ern world. We all, in some way, have strong ties to the rule or small-town
way of life either from our youth or through the lives of our parents or
grandparents.

The purpose of extending this project from America to China is to show
this important link between our countries and cultures. Ordinary people
— farmers, craftsmen, machinists, fishermen, workers have always lived
in close proximity to the land, no matter the country or the century.
Although at first glance our countries may seem different, a closer look
at the lives of everyday people shows that we have more in common than

we might guess.
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Brooks Jensen
Sticky Note
The photographs in this section were all made during my first trip to China in the fall of 2009 while attending the Lishui Photo Festival. 

In most of the Introduction Books I've prepared over the years, I've found it most helpful to include images from the country I'm visiting, if possible. If it's my first trip to a country, I try to include images from other countries that might approximate what I hope to find during my travels. Either way, I've found it very helpful for people to see the type of photography I do. Since pictures are worth thousands of words, this type of ice-breaker overcomes the difficulties of having zero words at my disposal in a foreign tongue.
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